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Standing before Chichén Itzd's iconic
Kukulcdn pyramid is still stunning, to
be sure, but watching the line of tour
buses spewing forth American tourists
outside is just as remarkable. Visitors
emerge with stickers on their shirts
ilentifying their bus numbers. Cheery
guides with set scripts shepberd them
through the gate, where they are given
official admission wristbands.

Beyond the gates, souvenir hawkers
are well tmined. One regular, Ermene-
gildo Kabum Kem, knows how to sy,
“Nothing for your mother-in-law?" in
five banguages.

Unesco’s manifesto sounded simple
enough It set up a World Heritage Con-

ention in 1972 to protect cultural and
natural sites of “outstanding universal
ralue.” The conwention established a
World Heritage Committee, a rotating
group of IS (now 21) nations. and a
World Heritage Pund o provide over
sight, technical assistance and loans
The World Heritage Center in Paris
mwersees the program, and the commit
‘ee annually decides on new designa

it bas become clear, though, that for
many sites, getting on the list might be
more an end goal than the beginning of
conservation efforts. Once the four to
frve-year nomination Process s over,

Unesco generally doe<n™ provide funds
i fechnical assistance from its % per-
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monitoring to ensure that the ambitious
plans come to fruition.

“Countries found out that while they
didn‘tge(modgyf;gmUmmcy‘ﬁxd

recogni and recognition results
?:tourism.' said Bonnie Burnbam, the
president of the New York-based World
Monuments Fund, a nonprofit group
that asgists in preserving and protect-
ing historic sites. *It's not a secret that
this is one of the primary benefits of
World Heritage listing "

“The minute it goes on the list, it goes
into Lonely Planet, Fodor's, Frommers,”
said Jeff Morgan, executive director of
the Global Heritage Pund, a California-
based group that maintains its own,
smaller list, and runs preservation and

restoration projects in developing
countries. list means nothing in
terms of protection.®

He added, "What Unesco has not
done well is get a system in place” to
bave a sustained presence at most sites.

In Lijiang, China, where his group
has been working to preserve the an-
clent bouses and culture of the Naxi
people, he said that soon after its nomi-
nation to the list in 1997, Lijlang was be-
leaguered by development.

“They had no zoning, no']'hnning.’
Morgan said. “Suddenly the first tourist
hotels went in.* Soon, be said, there was
so much building, “it's not interesting

" "

m official mission statement of the
World Heritage Center does not men-
tion tourism or economic develop-
ment

“We dort see the World Heritage list
as aimed to enhance tourism.* said
Alessandro Baltamao, the Unesco off}-
clal who oversees the inkeription pro-
cess. “Tt means to preserve a specific
site for the next generation, to the
concerned state party the means,
through international cooperation, to
conserve the sites.*

Balsamo questions how effectively
the World Heritage Center can monitor
the ever-growing list, let alone provide
technical assistance, with an annual op-
erating budget of around $4 million
mmhﬂkmdna not even have an
ap-t list of contacts for all 812
sites, he waid.

Of course, an obvious first step would
be 10 stop naming new sites (M4 were
added this summer, inclading the Otto-
man town in Giirokastra, Albania, and
the Shiretoko Peninsula in Japan). But
liplomats on the World Heritage Com-
mittee seeking 1o add their own coun-
tries” entrants simply wor't have it. ac-
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pyramid at the anclent Maya city of Chichén ltzd in the Yucatan. Tourists are flocking to the World Heritage site at a rate of more than 5000 a day.

cording to Francisco Javier Lopez
Morales, who until recently ran the

Mexican government’s World Heritage

program.

Izamal is smack in the middle of a
World Heritage hotbed, the Yucatan
Peninsula, where five sites have been
inscribed: the Sian Ka'an Biospheric Re-
serve (1987); the pre-Columbian cities
of Chichén Itzd (1988) and Uxmal
(1996); the colonial city of Campeche
(1999), and the ruins of Calakmul

(2002), still under excavation.

“By becoming World Heritage, we'll
have more investors,” Izamal's assistant
director of tourism, Edgar Dfaz, said.
“Upon having more investors, we'll
have more tourist infrastructure. That
way, there would be greater tourism
promotion, and you could have an eco-
nomic influx that is what the people

need to support their families.”

In Mexico, sites like Chichén Itzd
seem under control and decently

Countries found that

‘recognition results in
tourism.’

staffed, which cant be said of Unesco

sites across much of the world.

wife has
Heritage sites for his Web site,
www.world-heritage-tour.org, has been
dismayed in his treks through Asia.

“T've seen 30 many sites that use
World Heritage as a tourism loga,” he
said. “One day, t get the logo, so they
double the entry fee and build an air-
port next to "

He recalled being horrified at what
had become of the Jluzhaigou Valley, a
natural reserve in Sichuan Province,
China. “The entire valley is spoiled by
mass tourism.*

In 2001, the World Herit Center
established its first mmlmb.cmrim
program and hired an American, Art

to run it; it has since received
$55 million from the United Nations
Foundation to its work. (That's
$6773 per site.) Pedersen produced a
tourism management manual for the
sites and assists the center's regional of-
ficers.

He also oversees several on-the-

nd % 1o mit threats, and

pushing for a

tourism
plan lommdbdonl jon.
The Heritage Center ac-

Tito Durx;rt. a Belgian who with his boos®T
ographed about 120 World  prive®
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gestest ide source of funds. In Au-
ia announced an effort to
money for and awareness of
Wordd Heritage sites.

Bt it seems the primary problem

ngitc has ever been removed from
oe Ist, although threats have been is-
ged to some, including the Gghpggos
nds. The center does maintain a
workd Heritage in Danger list, though
geaenally the country itself must agree
1o peiting the site on it.

g place where the process seems to
hawe pone well is Campeche, a lovely
coksial city a few hours southwest of
[zamal Campeche was a shabby eco-
posk backwater for years before state
apd kal officials — working with a

committee _of prominent
!gi.lizcm ~ began a ngmlmuoam

t including everything

,%nx o0 conferences to
petworking with Unesco officials to fix-
ing#d painting historic facades.

Pecember 1999, at the World Herit-

Center’s annual conference, the
&oﬂt' Fortified Town of Campeche
was isscribed,
those behind the drive
clearly Understood the World Heritage
the main force was still eco-
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iht.com
An audio slide show on Mexico's World
Heritage sites.

gts like 3l-year-old Gloria Polanco,
who works for a local cosmetics com-
pany, are pleased that the honor seems
to have generated jobs and provided op-
portunities for the city’s youth. #
“Just the mere fact that people ask us
“Where is such-and-such park or botel”
allows us to interact,” she said.
Pedersen, the Unesco tourism offi-
cial, said there was no solid evidence
that World Heritage nomination Jeads
to an increase of tourism. The circum-

gust 2003 edition,

ruins, were re-
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